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Government of India 

linistry of Personnel, PG and Pensions 

department of Personnel and Training

North Block, New Delhi 

Dated 31* March, 2020
To,

The Chief Secretaries of States /UTs

Subject- Counting of the limitation period for diverse purposes under various /Ml India 

Service/lAS/IPS/lFS Rules and Reguiations/instructions made under the powers conferred 

by sub-section (1) of Section 3 of the All India Services Act 1951- reg.

The  undersigned is directed to refer to All India Services/lAS/IPS/IFS Rules, inter -  

alia, A IS (D C R B ) Rules 1958, AIS <D&A) Rules,1969, AlS(Conduct) Rules, 1968, Pay Rules 

for IAS/IPS/IFS and Reguiations/instructions issued there-under, prescribing certain time­

limits for specific activities/events relating to procedures under the said 

Ruies/Regulations/lnstructions. For instance, in the said Rules/Regulations/lnstructions, 

time-limits have been prescribed for the following: -

(i) Validity period of suspension including its confirmation by Central 

Government, review of order of suspension and communication of 

suspension to Central Government by State Governments, etc. under Rule 3 

of AIS (D & A ) Rules 1969

(ii) Submission of written statement of defence, completion of Inquiry and 

submission of report by the Inquiring Authority under AIS (D& A) Rules 1969

(iii) Submission of representation on advice of U P S C  under Rule 9 of AIS (D&A) 

Rules, 1969

(jv) Period of Limitation for appeal under Rule 17 of A IS (D& A) Rules 1969

(v) Revision and Review under Rule 24 of AIS (D& A) Rules 1969

(vi) Disciplinary proceedings initiated against a Pensioner as per Rule 6 of AIS 

(D C R B ) Rules, 1958

(vii) Acceptance of notice of V R S  under Rule 16 of A IS  (D C R B ) Rules, 1958

(viii) Concurrence of vacancy to state Governments Under Respective Pay Rules 

of IAS/IPS/IFS

Sir/Madam,
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,^ f e o / C ^ f iB R jon of Movable/lmmovable Property under Rule 16 of AlS(Conduct)

•» Rules,1968 including other time limits prescribed under ibid rules

((re list is only illustrative and not exhaustive)

2. In view of the pandemic caused by spread of C O V ID -1 9 and unprecedented nation-wide 

lockdown, it m ay not be feasible to carry out time bound activities/events as mentioned 

above during the lockdown period and to adhere to the prescribed time-lines under various 

extant. Rules, and/or the Regulations/lnstructions issued under these Rules. It has 

accordingly been decided under the powers conferred by sub-section (1) of Section 3 of the 

All India Services Act 1951, that intervening period of lockdown shall be excluded while 

reckoning the periods towards completion of activities within the time-limits prescribed for the 

purpose under various All India Service/IAS/IPS/IFS Rules and/or the regulations/ 

instructions there-under. Fo r instance, if  the due date for com pleting an activity /  event at 

the start o f lockdown falls after 2 0  days, then the due date is proposed to be postponed b y  

the num ber o f lockdown days and further that the same num ber o f 2 0  days be available to 

complete the task after the lockdown is lifted.

3. Further, it has also been decided that after the lockdown is lifted, a  minimum time of 15 

days m ay be given for completing the activity/event, i.e.t if the time left to complete any task 

is less than 15 days after the lockdown is lifted, then the task m ay be allowed to be 

completed within 15 days from the date that the lockdown is lifted.

4. Th e  afore-mentioned relaxations in respect of activities / events covered under various 

All India Service/IAS/IPS/IFS Rules and Regulations/instructions m ade there-under are 

applicable only in such cases where there is an intervening lockdown period; and will not be 

applicable otherwise. Further, these relaxations shall not be applicable also in cases where, 

in view of the pandem ic caused by spread of C O V ID -1 9 , specific relaxations in timelines 

have separately been allowed under the relevant A IS  and IAS/IPS/IFS Rules etc.

5. Th is issues with the approval of competent authority.
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